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Scptember 21, 1999

Lester Snow

Executive Director RAYKEEPER
CalFed Bay/Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Snow:

On behalf of San Diego BayKeeper, a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to
protecting and restoring San Diego Bay and surrounding watersheds, I wish to enter the
following comments into the formal record for your Draft Programmatic Environmental
Impact Report and Statement for the CALFED Bay/Delta Program. 1join other members
of the environmental community in agking that the Program be revised to:

* commit to building no new dams, reservoirs, or canals or expanding existing dams,
reservoirs, or canals during CALFED's "Stage 1" (the first seven years of the
program) .

* increasc the CALFED Program’s focus on poltution prevention and other
environmentally superior altematives;,

» increase invesuments in water conservation and efficiency, groundwater management,
poliution prevention, and drinking watcer treatment;

BayKeeper applauds CALFE])'s approach of developing a “Programmatic EIR” that
provides the community with a basic understanding of what the long-term gouls of the
Program are. While supportive of this approach, its limitations arc also apparent. A
flexibie and phased approach is necessarily not specific enough to aliow adequate
comments on program specifics. Additionally, even though CEQA and NEPA
specifically require that projects not be bifurcated during the EIR/EIS process, the risk
that CALFED will initiate activities in phase I that will be binding in the future is real.

Specifically, BayKecper is concerned with the approach of pursuing a “test peripheral
canal”. To quote the San Joaquin DeltaKeeper’s comments, “the rush to build projects
beforc we have an adequate understanding of the biological complexity of this estuary or
the fate, transport and effects of contaminates is a recipe for failure.” More extensive
study is needed for the first leg of the peripheral canal as even this segment could cause
great harm to the environment and would not bring appreciable improvements in drinking
water quality. Investing hundreds of millions of dollars in this first leg could also
inevitably bind CALFED to pursue a full peripheral canal, which was not adeguately
addressed in the EIR/ETS. In order to be fiscally as well as environmentally prudent, we
must undcrstand the full environmental lmpacts ofa completed penpheral canal before a
. “test canal” is lmplementcd :

' Addluonally, the resources allocntcd 1o pollution prevcntlon, watershed managament and
other enwronmentally superior alternatives are insufficient when compared with the
.“bulld" ‘altematwcs For examp!e, $913 million is allo:ated to convcyancc activities
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while watershed management only receives $250 million. Yet, an aggressive watershed

protection program can accomp)ish what cven the best technologies cannot - preventing
water poliution before it starts.

Tn its phased approach, CALFED should first invest in environmentally friendly
alternatives — conservation, pollution prevention, watershed management, restoration and
the like. Only to the extent that these methods do not achieve stated goals should
CALFED then explore the possibility of pursuing dams, reservoirs, or canala during
phase IT of the Program. It is imprudent and inappropriate to have taxpayers subsidize
new or expanded dams, reservoirs, or canals until superior alternatives are exhausted.

Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact me at 619-299-4484,

Sincerely,

—
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Rrnuce Reznik
Executive Director

cc: Governar Gray [avis
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